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Baldwinsville Central School District
Response to Intervention Plan

Overview

The Baldwinsville Central School District Response to Intervention (RtI) Plan is developed to meet the
requirements of Section 117.3 which ensures student progress toward meeting state standards. Rtl is the practice of
providing high-quality instruction/intervention matched to student needs and using learning rate over time and level
of performance to make important educational decisions about an individual student NASDSE, 2006). RtI
represents an important educational strategy to close achievement gaps for all students, including students at risk,
students with disabilities, and English language learners, by preventing smaller learning problems from becoming
larger gaps. These services are available to students with disabilities on the same basis as non-disabled students;
however, services shall be provided to the extent consistent with the student’s Individualized Education Plan (IEP)
in the academic area not identified in their IEP.

Purposes

e Helps students meet and/or exceed the New York State Learning Standards in mathematics, English
language arts, science, and social studies as measured by New York State assessments and other local
assessments.

® Leads to more appropriate identification of and interventions for students with learning disabilities. This
decision as to whether a student has a learning disability must be based on extensive and accurate
information leading to the determination that the student's learning difficulties are not the result of the
instructional program or approach.

Core Instruction

e Literacy: explicit and systematic instruction in phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary development,
reading fluency (including oral reading skills) and reading comprehension skills and strategies. [SNYCRR
100.2(ii) and 200.4(c)(2)(i)]. For high quality early literacy instruction, the core reading and writing
program will minimally be scheduled daily for 155-165 minute literacy block in kindergarten through 1st
grade and 110-120 minute literacy block in grades 2-5. Literacy instruction in grade 6 will be 80 minutes
daily, and in grades 7-8, students will receive a 40 minute class every day. Balanced Lit, Framework

e Mathematics: instruction in problem-solving, arithmetic skill and fluency, conceptual knowledge/number
sense and reasoning ability. The core math program will minimally be scheduled daily for 60 minutes at
grades K-5, 40 minutes at grades 6-8.

RtI Assessment Plan
Instructional Support Teams (I1ST) and Building/Grade-Level Data Teams meet on a regular basis to review student
data using the Baldwinsville Central School District Guidelines for Rtl (Appendix 2).

e Screening - an assessment procedure characterized by brief, efficient, repeatable testing of age-appropriate
academic skills (e.g., identifying letters of the alphabet or reading a list of high frequency words) or
behaviors.

o Screenings are conducted for the purposes of initially identifying students who are at-risk for
academic failure and who may require closer monitoring and/or further assessment.

o All students in grades K-8 will be given appropriate screening measures three times a year. STAR
Reading, STAR Math, and/or aimswebPlus will provide instructional staff with a valid and reliable
screening package.

o Having these screening measures in place will ensure compliance with Section 117.3 of the
Regulations of the Commissioner of Education, which requires that students with low test scores be
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monitored periodically through screenings and ongoing assessments of the students’ reading and
mathematical abilities and skills.
Progress monitoring - weekly, bi-weekly or monthly assessments conducted to confirm or disprove initial
risk status for 5-9 weeks. Differentiated instruction will continue to be provided to those students identified
as at-risk.
Local Assessments - a variety of diagnostic measures to determine student growth, including, but not
limited to: Developmental Reading Assessment, running records, teacher created assessments, curriculum
based assessments, etc.

NOTE: Grade 6-8 details follow after this section.

Rt Tiered System
Our multi-tiered system consists of layers of increasingly intense intervention that respond to student-specific
needs. To make it clear to academic staff delivering interventions to students we have a Tier Descriptor Form.

Appendices 2-4 specify options for intervention programs, interventionists, frequencies, and durations that are
academically appropriate for students in Tier 1, Tier 2, or Tier 3 interventions.

Tier 1 is identified as the core instructional program, including differentiation, provided to all students by
the general education teacher in the general education classroom. Research-based instruction, positive
behavior interventions and supports are included in this core curriculum.

Tier 2 intervention is typically small group supplemental support. This supplemental instructional
intervention is provided in addition to Tier 1 instruction. Tier 2 interventions focus on the areas of student
need or weakness that are identified in the screening, or in a diagnostic assessment. Students are often
grouped according to instructional need. Tier 2 intervention will take place in the general education
classroom or in an alternate location outside of the general education classroom. Tier 2 interventions are
supported by research and vary by curriculum focus, group size, frequency, and durations. Individual
student needs affect the determination of these variables. Students in a Tier 2 intervention will be progress
monitored at regular intervais to determine intervention effectiveness.

Tier 3 intervention is designed for those students who demonstrate insufficient progress in Tier 2. It differs
from Tier 2 intervention in terms of time, duration, group size, intensity and focus. This tier provides greater
individualized instruction in a small group setting. Students in a Tier 3 intervention will also be progress

monitored at more frequent intervals by school personnel who are highly skilled or trained in the areas of
academic need.

Parent Notification

On the Schooltool Parent Portal, parents will receive their child’s benchmarking results following test
administration.

In accordance with section 100.2(ii) of the Regulations of the Commissioner of Education, when a student
requires an intervention beyond that provided to all students and begins receiving Tier 2 or Tier 3
interventions, parents must be notified in writing.

The district will notify a parent if their son/daughter is suspected of having a learning disability. Parents will
receive data-based documentation of the student’s achievement at reasonable intervals reflecting formal
assessment of a student’s progress during instruction. This is consistent with section 200.4(j) of the
Regulations of the Commissioner of Education.

If a student is not attending school regularly and his/her attendance has seven (7) or more absences, parents
will be notified that intervention fidelity is being compromised. A student’s school can only make decisions
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about the effectiveness of instructional interventions if he/she is attending school regularly; and if a student
is not, building-level data teams and Committees on Special Education cannot determine whether a child’s
learning struggles are predominantly due to a lack of appropriate instruction.
Professional Development
e We believe effective implementation of a data-based decision making process like RtI requires specific sets

of skills and knowledge that are central to the different roles and responsibilities of teachers and other
school personnel involved in the process.

® The Rtl model in our school district has included several opportunities for staff to understand the RtI
Process. Our staff is skilled in the provision of instruction; monitoring progress, including collecting and
displaying performance data for evaluation; and evaluating students’ aim-lines of learning.

¢ Individuals who will be participating in the instructional support teams have a broad understanding of
interventions and are highly skilled in data analysis, problem solving, and decision making in support of
improving instructional programs for students referred to the team.

Refusal of RtI Services

The District reserves the right to determine eligibility for RtI Services, per the guidelines outlined in this
document. Should a parent/guardian refuse services, the following is a guideline for how the school personnel
should respond. It is important to remember that early, frequent and clear communication between the teacher,
school and parent/guardian about a student’s academic needs is recommended. For younger, primary students,
it is recommended that the teacher/RtI provider personally contact parents to describe services and alleviate any
concerns prior to an Rtl Parent Letter being sent home.

If the school is notified that a parent/guardian refuses RtI services the building administrator should facilitate
follow-up communication with the parent, such as:

e The teacher should meet with the parent to review all data and anecdotal notes that were used in making
determination of services; share that this is a fluid service and is meant to support the student in the area
of need for only as long as she/he requires and/or -

¢ The RtI provider can join the teacher for the parent meeting to explain the level of support and
instructional goals/approach/program; and/or -

¢ A building administrator should have a conversation with the parent to explain the benefit of services
and answer questions

If the parent/guardian continues to refuse services, the building administrator can reserve the right to maintain
recommendation for services. At that point the building administrator should consult with either the Director of
Elementary/Secondary Curriculum & Instruction. The parent may be referred to the Director for further
discussion, at which time a final determination will be made.
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Gr 6 and 7 at Ray Middle School

Tier 1 = ALL students enrolled in the grade level
Reading/Writing 6th grade (80 min per day)
Math 6 {40 min per day}
ELA 7 (40 min per day)
Math 7 (40 min per day}
ALL students are benchmarked 3x per school year (Sept, January and May) using the
STAR Reading and Math assessments

Tier 2 = Combination of in-class differentiation and/or Reading/Math Lab support

Tier 3 = Targeted intervention delivered in the Reading/Math Lab

Reading Labfor Grades 6 & 7.
e 40+ min every ather day
Students placed according to STAR Reading Benchmark score from 1-25% and
26-35% if possible
¢ When possible, given shared sections, students are arranged in small groups
based on areas of need based upon monthly progress monitor STAR scores
o Reading Teachers progress monitor students one time per month, or near
the end of skill/strategy unit
o Core classroom educators are expected to monthly progress monitor
those students who fall below the 40% on the STAR reading assessment
but are not enrolled in RTI Literacy

Math Lab for Grades 6 & 7:

40+ min every other day

e Students receive instruction designed to pre-teach grade level concepts
introduced in the grade level core classes following an acceleration model

¢ Math Teachers progress monitor students one time per month, or near the end of
skill/strategy unit

o Core classroom educators are expected to monthly progress monitor those
students who fall below the 40% on the STAR math assessment but are not
enrolled in RTl Math



Grade 8 at Durgee Junior High School

Tier 1:
ALL students enrolled in grade level ELA and Math courses
All students benchmarked with STAR 3x a year

Tier 2;
ELA LINK as recommended by ELA Teacher
Math 8 and After-school support for Algebra

Tier 3:
ELA: Technical C o 8 Study Skills (Grade 8]

e 40+ min every other day
Instruction is delivered in a whole-group setting with 1:1 attention as needed to
allow for students having different Tier 1 ELA teachers

e Students with a final grade of 75% or below in ELA 7; in Rtl previous year and
depending on NYS Assessment scores are placed in the course

e Special education students ARE placed in the course if they meet the above
criteria, regardless of IEP goals

o Progress Monitored every 5 weeks

Math: Math 8 and After-School Support for Algebra



4-STEE DECISION PROCESS
Following the Fall, Winter & Spring benchmarks and in consultation with the Building Data Team &
Buijlding Adminfstration; the data below sheuld be considered during a Data Meeting:

Decision Step 1: Review students who have scored in the 39th Percentile & Below on district approved
assessments {e.g. aimswebPlus; STAR; etc.) using these guidelines:

Students wheo score above the 40th %tlle are NOT initially cligible for Rl services.
Students who score In the ranges below should be examined by the school’s
Data Team/Building Administration for posyible RTI eligibitity

e 25-39th %tile: on watch or possibly RTI Tier 11 in or out of classroom - Low Risk

®  10-24th %dtile; RTI Tier Il - Some Risk

[} Sct < 10th %ttle: RTI Tier I - At Risk (Note: Tler HI occurs ondy after Ticr [ services
have becn implemented and documented.)

Note: Criterla set to the National distributien
1EP students are eligible for RT] support in areas outside of their identification

Decision Step 2: Review additional information (in_conjunction with Step 1) for potential RTI students who

are in need of additional interventions, using data such as the following, but not limited to:

¢  Renading / Writing Assessments (DRA, IRI, LLI, On Demand Writing, ete.)

Historical Student Data (IST History, Rtl, Socinl Worker, Psychologlst, Report Cards,
Special Ed)

Comman Reading / Math Assessments (Core Unit, Module, NYS Assessments)
Classroom Assessments

Wil vs Skilf (Behavior checklist, BIMAS, Social / Emotional Data, etc.)

Parent/ Family Input

e 00

Decision Step 3: Determine instructional focus/goals for RTI students and document information:

Using eDoctrina:

Enter student goal(s)

Determine provider (see Step 4)

Progress monltor

Share information with necessary staff 2nd
purents

o he

Decision Step 4; Determine RTI Provider, based on instructional focus, group size and student needs, Eligible
providers are:

RTI Reading Department

RTI Math Department

Special Education Department
Classroom Teachers

Grade Level Team/Department
Counseling Department

School Psychologists
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*Flex by Building*

B/GLDT & IST FLOW CHART

Tier 3
10-20+ Weeks

B/GLDT determines

Py 3? student is not making
éa' Q adsquate progress In
I 3 Tier2
N
§

LBILDT follow-up meeting after 6 wks.

B/GLDT determines if of Tier 2 Interventions B/GLDT determines if
student should continue in ﬂ student is making progress
Tier 2 for 6 wks. & PM Student Is placed In Tler 2 in Tler 2 and can return to
Tier 1 & PM for 3-6 wks.

L ".,#."H._-A(.L.-.
P 2 MRy
Continue In Tier 1 for 6+

e e e e i el e
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BALDWINSVILLE CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
Pearl Palmer Elernentary School
7864 Hicks Road
Baldwinsville, New York 13027
Phone: (315) 638-6127
Fax: (315) 638-6275

JOSEPH M. DeBARBIERI ALEX EWING
Deputy Superintendent Principal
Dear Parent / Guardian of: Sample Student Date: 02/08/2019

The Baidwinsville Central Schoot District is committed to providing the highest quality of education for every
student, Response to Intervention (Rtl} is a multi-level approach to providing differentiated support to all students.
These levels are referred to as Tiers. According to screening measures, your child is currently performing below
district benchmark(s). To better meet your child's instructional needs, the schoo! will begin providing your chiid
with small group instruction as indicated below:

STUDENT'S QOAL TYPE:

DESCRIPTION OF TIER 2- Based on district-approved assessment data, students who are unsuccessful in
Tier 1 will be provided additional research-based interventions. This instruction may take place in the
classroom; outside of the classroom or a combination. Student progress Is monitored and parents will
receive quarterly reports.

DESCRIPTION OF TIER 3- Students who continue to struggle in Tier 2 will receive more intensive
interventions and progress monitoring. Parents will continue to receive quarterly reports.

Area of differentiated support: English Language Arts
Staff providing support; Cardamone Tony

This differentiated support will provide your child with interventions designed to support his/her success. The vast
majority of students will meet grade-level expectations when recsiving support in the context of this model. When

this approach does not properly support a student, special education services may be needed, and parents will be
notified to discuss this matter or you may contact your building principal at any time with any questions.

Exiting Rti:

Students will be eligible to exit Rtl services based upon the outcome of either their Progress Monitoring results
and/or their Benchmark results (scoring within the benchmark zone for that measure and time of year); in
conjunction with teacher input.

We invite you to view our district Rtt plan which can be found on the Baldwinsville Gentral School District
webpage. If you have any questions about this process, please fee! free to contact the school.

Sincerely,
Alex Ewing
Principal






BALDWINSVILLE CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
Pearl Palmer Elementary School
7864 Hicks Road
Baldwinsville, New York 13027
Phone: (315) 638-6127
Fax: (315)638-6275

JOSEPH M. DeBARBIERI ALEX EWING
Deputy Superintendent Principal
Dear Parent / Guardian of: Sample Student Date: 02/08/2019

The Baldwinsville Central School District is committed to providing the highest quality of education for every
student. Response to Intervention (Rtl) is a multi-level approach to providing differentiated support to all students,

According to earlier screening measures, your child qualified to receive this support in the area of:

Though Sample Student continues to need support in the area above, it is not at the level that requires him/her to
work with one of our Rtl teachers at this time. Your child will return to the classroom to receive instructional
support from the classroom teacher as s/he continues to improve his/her academic skilts in the area noted above.

We invite you to view our district Rtl plan which can be found on the Baldwinsville Central School District
webpage. If you have any questions about this process, please feel free to contact the school.

Sincerely,
Alex Ewing
Principal






BALDWINSVILLE CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
Pearl Palmer Elementary School
7864 Hicks Road
Baldwinsville, New York 13027
Phone: (315) 638-6127
Fax: (315) 638-6275

JOSEPH M. DeBARBIERI ALEX EWING
Deputy Superintendent Principal
Dear Parent / Guardian of. Sample Student Date: 02/08/2019

The Baldwinsville Central School District is committed to providing the highest quality of education for every
student. Response to Intervention (Ril) is a multi-level approach to providing differentiated support to al students.

According to earlier screening measures, your child qualified to receive this differentiated support in the area of:

| am very excited to share that due to the hard work Sample Student has put forth we no longer find it necessary
for Sample Student to continue to receive additional support in English Language Arts. Your child's Jatest
progress report Is attached and reflects his/her successful performance.

We invite you to view our district Rtl plan which can be found on the Baldwinsvilie Central School District
webpage. If you have any questions about this procass, please feel free to contact the school.

Sincerely,
Alex Ewing
Principal






BALDWINSVILLE CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
29 East Oneida Street
Baldwinsville, NY 13027

The Rtl Process in Determining a Learning Disability

This information is from the New York State “Response to Intervention: Guidance for New York State School
Districts™ (October 2010) and the “Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act: (IDEAm 2004).

According to Federal Law, A Specific Learning Disability is defined as follows:

(i) General. The term means a disorder in one or more of the basic psychological processes involved
in understanding or in using language, spoken or written, that may manifest itself in an imperfect
ability to listen, think, speak, read, write, spell or to do mathematical calculations, including
conditions such as perceptual disabilities, brain injury, minimal brain dysfunction, dyslexia, and
developmental aphasia.

The data obtained through RtI can help document that the reason for a student’s poor performance in meeting
reading benchmarks is not due to a lack of appropriate instruction or limited English proficiency. Rtl can give
important descriptive information about a child that can accompany data obtained from an individual
evaluation, such as how a child learns, and why they are having difficulties reaching standardized benchmarks.

Comprehensive and multidisciplinary evaluations include a social history, psychological evaluation and
observation, physical evaluation, and any other appropriate evaluations (educational, speech and language,
occupational or physical therapy). This information taken together with the instructional strategies used
throughout the Rtl process provide important information to the Committee on Special Education (CSE) about
the student’s progress in mecting State approved grade level standards and benchmarks. When determining if a
student has a learning disability, a number of exclusionary factors must also be taken into account, such that a
learning disability is not the result of visual, hearing, or motor disabilities, mental retardation, emotional
distarbance, or of environmental, cultural, or economic disadvantage. This data should include but is not limited
to:

e Data that demonstrate that a student was provided appropriate instruction delivered by qualified
personnel, including research based instruction in reading.

e Progress monitoring data that describe how a student responded to particular interventions of increasing
intensity.

e Instructional information on a student’s skill level and rate of learning relative to grade level standards
on norm/criterion referenced benchmarks; and

e Evaluative data including Curriculum Based Measures (CBM) regarding a student’s performance that is
useful and instructionally relevant.



Data from multiple sources must indicate that when a student receives appropriate instruction, he/she:
e Does not adequately achieve grade level standards and benchmarks in the area of reading
and
¢ is not making sufficient progress in meeting these benchmarks when provided with appropriate
instruction that is consistent with an Rtl Model; or
o exhibits a pattern of strengths and weaknesses in performance and/or achievement relative to age or
grade level standards as found relevant by CSE;
and
o has learning difficulties that are not primarily the result of a visual, hearing or motor disability; mental

retardation; emotional disturbance; cultural factors; environmental or economic disadvantage or limited
English Proficiency.



DOCUMENTATION OF THE DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FOR A
STUDENT SUSPECTED OF HAVING A LEARNING DISABILITY

Section 200.4(j)(5) of the Regulations of the Commissioner of Education requires that the committee on Special
Education (CSE) prepare a written report of the determination of eligibility of a student suspected of having a
learning disability that contains a statement of the following information:

1. The CSE has reviewed the individual evaluation results for , Which
indicate that the student:
{J Has a learning disability requiring special education services.
0 Does not have a leaming disability.

2. This decision was based on the following sources, including aptitude and achievement tests, parent input, and
teacher recommendations, as well as information about the student’s physical condition, social or cultural
background, and adaptive behavior in accordance with section 200.4(c)(1) of the Regulations:

3. The relevant behavior noted during the observation of the student and the relationship of that behavior to the
student’s academic functioning indicates:

4. The educationally relevant medical findings, if any, indicate:

5. To ensure that underachievement in a student suspected of having a leaming disability is not due to lack of
appropriate instruction in reading or mathematics, the CSE must, as part of the evaluation procedures
pursuant to section 200.4(b) and (c) consider:

data that demonstrate that prior to, or as part of, the referral process, the student was provided
appropriate instruction in regular education settings, delivered by qualified personnel.

AND
data-based documentation of repeated assessments of achievement at reasonable intervals, reflecting
formal assessment of student progress during instruction, which was provided to the student’s parents



6. The CSE has determined, consistent with section 200.4(j)(3) of the Regulations, that:
the student does not achieve adequately for the student’s age or to meet State-approved grade-level
standards in one or more of the following areas: oral expression, listening comprehension, written
expression, basic reading skills, reading fluency skills, reading comprehension, mathematics,
calculations, mathematics problem solving:
AND
the student either does not make sufficient progress to meet age or State-approved grade-level standards

in one or more of the areas identified in this paragraph when using a process based on the student’s
response to scientific, research-based intervention pursuant to section 100.2(ii),

OR
exhibits a pattern of strengths and weaknesses in performance, achievement, or both, relative to age.
State-approved grade level standards or intellectual development that is determined by the CSE to be
relevant to the identification of a learning disability, using appropriate assessments consistent with
section 200.4(b).
AND
the student’s learning difficulties are not primarily the result of a visual, hearing or motor disability,

mental retardation; emotional disturbance; cultural factors; environmental or economic disadvantage; or
limited English proficiency.

7. Complete this item if the student has participated in a process that assesses the student’s response to
scientific, research-based intervention.

The following instructional strategies were used and student-centered data was collected:

AND
Document how parents were notified about the amount and nature of student performance data that will
be collected and the general education services that will be provided; strategies for increasing the

student’s rate of learning; and the parents’ right to request an evaluation for special education programs
and/or services.



8. CSE Member Certification of the Determination of a Learning Disability:

The determination of eligibility for special education for a student suspected of having a leaming disability must
be made by the CSE, which must include the student’s regular education teacher and a person qualified to
conduct individual diagnostic cxaminations of students (such as a school psychologist, teacher of speech and
language disabilities, speech/language pathologist or reading teacher). Each CSE member must certify in
writing whether the report reflects his or her conclusion. If not, the member must submit a separate statement
presenting his or her conclusions.

Title Signature Agree Disagree
District Representative a Q
Parent of Student Q Q
Regular Education (. a
Teacher
Special Education Q Q
Teacher
School Psychologist (| a
Others (Specify): Q Q
Others (Specify): Q Q
Others (Specify): Q (W
Others (Specify): Q 0
Others (Specify): Q 0







